TO HIS SON, ON EDUCATION.
day, to the King; who parted with me most graciously, and (I may add, for he said so himself) with regret. As I retire from hurry to quiet, and to enjoy, at my ease, the comforts of private and social life, you will easily imagine that I have no thoughts of opposition, or meddling with business. Otium cum dignitate is my object. The former I now enjoy; and I hope that my conduct and character entitle me to some share of the latter. In short, I am now happy ; and I found that I could not be so in my former public situation.
As I like your correspondence better than that of all the Kings, Princes, and Ministers in Europe, I shall now have leisure to carry it on more regularly. My letters to you will be written, I am sure, by me, and, I hope, read by you, with pleasure; which, I believe, seldom happens, reciprocally, to letters written from and to a Secretary's office.
Do not apprehend that my retirement from business may be a hindrance to your advancement in it, at a proper time; on the contrary, it will promote it; for, having nothing to ask for myself, I shall have the better title to ask for you.   But you have still a surer way than this of rising, and which is wholly in your power.    Make yourself necessary; which, with your natural parts, you may, by application, do.   We are in general, in England, ignorant of foreign affairs; and of the interests, views, pretensions, and policy of other Courts.   That part of knowledge never enters into our thoughts, nor makes part of our education; for which reason, we have fewer proper subjects for foreign commissions than any other country in Europe; and, when foreign affairs happen to be debated in